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What is Loose Parts Play? 

Children who play outdoors or in large indoor spaces with others do not need many toys. By providing a few 

well-chosen loose parts we enrich the play space and facilitate free play. Loose parts are about real world 

learning. Loose parts create richer environments for children to play, giving them the resources they need to 

extend their play. Loose parts involves collaboration, sharing, thinking, problem-solving and decision-making 

where the outcome is better play experiences. Loose parts offer limitless possibilities. A stick, for example, may 

become a fishing rod near real or imaginary water, a spoon in a mud kitchen, it can be thrown, floated, 

snapped, pinged, bent, hidden, added to a pile, burnt, tied to something else, split, catapulted or discarded. 

Add a bit of sand and the possibilities are endless.  The impact of this play is improved health and wellbeing. 

In Term 2 students will be building cubbies! 



 

 

 

 

Hello Family and Friends of Willaura Primary School, 

 

Term 1 has been one of the most enjoyable terms since I have been at 

Willaura.  We welcomed 4 Foundation students, who walked in with quiet 

confidence.  They now feel like they have been part of our tribe forever.  I 

am so impressed with the growth they are making as learners, and have 

seen their self-confidence grow each day. 

 

We started the term with our Quality Beginnings program, which creates a 

sense of pride and community, establishes classroom routines, develops a 

Growth Mindset culture and introduces our school values. 

 

We had an incredibly successful swimming program, with all students gain-

ing water confidence and stroke development as well as perseverance 

and stamina.  Congratulations to all students for their success and to Mitch-

ell House for winning at the Swimming Carnival. 

 

We held a stall at the Willaura Outdoor Market, with 100% contributions form 

our students and families.  We are very excited to announce that we made 

$1,185.00 to go towards our camps!! 

 

I am so proud of our teaching staff for taking on new roles with such enthusi-

asm and keeping student mental health and well-being at the forefront of 

their classroom practice.  We are all working professionally to ensure we of-

fer the best practice in teaching and learning with a strong focus on stu-

dent engagement and holistic practice. 

 

To all the parents, many of you whom I have had little face to face time 

with, I thank you for your support, encouragement and understanding that I 

too am learning new things everyday.  Next term we will continue to in-

clude you in your child’s learning and invite you into their school environ-

ment. 

 

Enjoy your break, stay safe and I look forward to continuing our 

work together in Term 2!  

 

Miss Rae , Principal of Willaura Primary School  



 Prep, Two K Term 1 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 P – 2 students have loved getting their dancing moves happening in the 

classroom over the past few weeks. We have been practising the alphabet 

with songs, and enjoying new dances through our classroom books. I can cer-

tainly see parental influences coming through with their dance moves!! 

P – 2 sound focus this week has been    o as in orange 

o is used at the start and in the middle of words, but never at the end of words 
(e.g. office, clock). 
 We often use a for o after w  (e.g. was, want, what, swan, squash). 

Sometimes the grapheme au represents o  in a small set of words (e.g. sausage, auction). 

… next week we will be investigating  
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The mysterious door BY Lizzy Barlow 

Luna and her new friend, Willow, with their pets, Moon, Eclipse and Ashly were hanging out. Ashly and 
Eclipse were huskies and Moon was a cat. Luna just moved from a big city to a nice town and met Willow 
at her new school. Willow came over to help Luna unpack her things. Willow started to unpack some 
clothes and picked up three t-shirts, when she started to make room to hang them up, she noticed a mys-
terious door!  
“Luna … I think there’s a door in your closet!” Willow said shivering with fear. Ashly and Eclipse rushed 
over, jumping over Moon!  
“REALLY!” shouted Luna with excitement, 
while ushering Ashly and Eclipse out of the 
closet. Willow got up and grabbed a flash-
light and went in. Willow stood up in a 
dark room, then followed Luna, Eclipse, 
Moon and Ashly. 
Willow started to say, “Hmm, what’s that 
smell? Is it ice – ‘BANG’!” Suddenly the 
door made a click sound indicating it was 
locked! Ashly whimpered as Eclipse franti-
cally tried to find Luna. Then, Willow 
turned on the flashlight and saw three 
stacks of pancakes and ice-cream! Moon, 
Eclipse and Ashly took a cautious sniff as 
Willow flashed the flashlight into the cor-
ners of the room and saw a gem like a 
black diamond! POP! As the three stacks 
of pancakes and ice-cream disappeared, the black diamond started to grow! As it grew and grew, the dogs 
start to run around. Then it suddenly stopped and it looked hideous.  
“Tiny humans in my lair, if you want to escape you’ll have to defeat me!” growled the Black Diamond mon-
ster in a deep, distorted voice.  The Black Diamond monster made three other crystals appear. One was 
purple, which Luna walked up to and felt energy surge through her body. She made a purple energy sword 
as Willow joined the fight, touching the green crystal making her own energy sword. Together, they sliced 
through the Black Crystal monster as it’s horrified screams echoed across the room. 
The door suddenly appeared and Luna, Willow and the pets dashed to the door. They got back to Luna’s 
room and realised they still had the powers of the crystal.  
“Umm…well that was crazy!” Willow said with a sigh.  
“Well at lest we weren’t trapped!” laughed Luna. Finally, Luna said, “Lets make sure that door is never 
opened again!” So, Luna and Willow nailed the door shut. Then Luna’s mum called out, “Dinner!” 

Hello Willaura Families, 

We’re on the home stretch, and boy, what a final few weeks of learning we have had! We have been 
focusing on our VCOP and writing creative narratives for the last few weeks in class, with our Cold 
Write (assessment piece) this week was on Wednesday. I’m so over the moon with how much every-
one improved, with everyone writing 3 or more pages for their stories and demonstrating how much 
they have learnt. I would like to share with you one students work who improved so much, that if I did-
n’t see her write it, I wouldn’t believe she did it! We spent today up-levelling our writing to share with 
you our hard work and learning as everyone really enjoyed and worked hard on their stories. Please 
help me celebrate a fantastic, creative story, and look forward to sharing our work when I meet with 
the parents next week. Have a great Easter break and look forward to more hard work and learning 
next term! Enjoy and stay safe.  



 

What’s News at Willaura Primary School? 

LITTLE VIC BIKE RIDE COMES TO WILLAURA PRAIMARY SCHOOL 

This Saturday, April 2 the Little Vic Bike Ride will be stopping at Willaura Primary 

School between 8:30am and 12:00 noon.   

Little Vic is a 4-day ride option that delivers all the best 

parts of the Great Vic, with amazing riding, charming host 

towns and incredible scenery.  The ride starts Thursday, 

March 31 in Halls Gap and finishes in Great Western on 

Sunday, April 3.  The leg that will come through Willaura 

starts in Dunkeld to Pomonal.Although the organizers did 

not expect anything from our community (they even bring 

their own toilets!) We felt it was a great opportunity to 

fund raise.  Considering we have a very active bike pro-

gram; we are so grateful to host part of this special event.  

Especially considering there are 1300 riders! 

 

Slice Up Your Sleeve Day 

Every female farmer has a sensational slice and this 

week they shared them with us.  The slices will be on 

sale Saturday as we host the Little Vic Bike Ride.  

Come support the event between 9:00-12:00! 
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2022 TERM DATES 
Term 1 – 31 January – 8 April  
Term 2 – 26 April – 24 June  

Term 3 – 11 July – 16 September  
Term 4 – 3 October – 20 December  

ANZAC DAY CELEBRATIONS-April 25  

We will be hosting the tea for ANZAC Day, more information will be sent 

home next week.  We ask that all families that are able to donate a plate 

to share at the event.  



KEY INFORMATION AND DATES 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

School Council and Financemeet the first Tuesday of the month at 6:00 pm 

Tuesday, May 3 6:00 pm 

Tuesday, June 6, 6:00 pm 

Last Week of Term 1  

Monday-  Normal Day 

Tuesday– School Council and Finance 6:00 

Wednesday– Student Led Conferences, students still come to school 

Wednesday-Easter  Workshop, Willaura Uniting Churcht 3:30, $2 per student 

Thursday– Last day of Term 1, still a full day 9:00-3:20 

Friday-Pupil Free Curriculum Day 

Saturday, April 9– Sunday April 24–HOLIDAYS!! 

 

Term  2 Key Dates 

Monday April 25– ANZAC Day Public Holiday  

Tuesday, April 26– First day of Term 2 

May 10-May 13– NAPLAN for Grade 3 and Grade 5 

May 26– Combined Athletics at Lake Bolac 

PLAY GROUP 

Play Group  and the Maternal Health Nurse Visit will 

be held the first Wednesday of every month at 9:30 

Wednesday, May 4 9:30-11:30 





WILLAURA GOLF CLUB 

Golf lessons, private half hour and one 

hour group will be available with Taine 

Pearse from Chalambar at Willaura Golf 

Club in the morning on Sunday 24th April 

to coincide with School Holidays. 

Juniors and adults welcome. 

Please contact Larelle 0417 967537  


